   TRUSTING THE EYES AND HANDS OF A MAN
     Perhaps it is only normal that a woman would get attached to a man who handles and manipulates one of her most deeply symbolic, powerful and, yes, erotically charged body parts, not to mention her most important fashion accessory. 

     A male hair designer is allowed the opportunity to develop a unique and often intuitive insight into a woman’s nature. This often close and sometimes sensual relationship puts you in connection with a woman’s unconscious needs by giving her that look that is just right for her. Anytime you find someone who can bring out the best in you, especially in this self-conscious, materialistic world, you have found not just a special technician and friend but someone who can really fulfill a basic need – the need to feel special. The male stylist has an advantage here. It is not often that a person is blessed with a relationship that creates an enduring bond between the two, whether male or female. When someone has the right definition of the image you are trying to project – they see you as you want to be seen – you have established a very special and reinforcing association. 

     We know that the relationship between a male and female holds a special energy of its own. Needless to say, the male stylist and female client can carry very provocative connotations. Having your hair serviced can be a very sensual experience. Shampooing the hair is sensual, as it involves massaging the head and neck. Cutting the hair can also be sensual. In most cases, I cut to bring out a shape that will reveal some inner sensuality, self-esteem and confidence. Just running your hands through a woman’s hair is a sensual act. More than just the conduit for escape that being a male stylist provides, I feel that part of my job is to educate women and make them feel more beautiful. I am responsible for easing their tension and providing a relaxing atmosphere. I treat all of my clients the same.  I truly love the response that I get from them.  I enjoy what I do and I devote myself to it. 

     I can tell a lot about a woman by designing her hair.  I can tell if she’s confident, introverted, selfish, down and out or feeling like she is on top of the world. There’s always a little mystery and intrigue between a male hair designer and his female client.  The question usually focuses on what a woman wants from a male hair designer.  Obviously, this concern can range wider than the services we render.  Because of the closeness between a client and her male stylist, a “client crush” can develop.  Let’s face it, a lot of female hair designers are technically more proficient than their male counterparts in many areas.  Yet most male stylists have boatloads of clients.  There must be more to it than talent.  I have had a lot women tell me that they would never let a female stylist cut their hair.  Many women feel that a man can better assess what is best for her.  They feel that a male designer can bring out a more flattering style.  We also exert a therapeutic influence.  Like a psychiatrist or psychologist, we can be captive listeners.  I hear quite a few stories.  Most of them are very interesting.  There are some clients who feel that they can tell me anything and are confident that it will not go any further.  I also get to see women in their most vulnerable state – without makeup and with their hair in its worst condition.  This alone puts me in an intimate and confidential position with the ladies.  It warrants trust. 

    In essence, a hair designer’s role is to maximize a client’s good features and minimize her flaws.  A designer should change his client’s identity and expose her to different aesthetic ideas.  Women seem willing to trust a male hair designer with their self-esteem or self-image because a man is more willing to explore their fantasies.  Usually, she wants what she does not have.  On the other hand, it is important that she has a hair designer who will not be afraid to burst her bubble.  Honesty helps clients realize who they really are and what they can and cannot have. 

     Who holds the power in this complex relationship?  There should be a balance between the client and stylist.  Some women like to tell you what to do, while others like for you to do what you think is best.  You have the shears – she has the money.  I don’t think any woman wants to be pushed around or disrespected.  But it is up to the client to determine how much power she’ll relinquish – and that “power” should never be abused. 

    In the beginning of my career, I dressed provocatively.  I found that it only attracted a certain type of clientele, and my retention level varied.  Eventually, I learned that you attract who you are (or who you project that you are).  As I grew professionally, I began to dress in business suits or a shirt and tie every day.  Immediately, my clientele changed to middle class professional women.  Business attire became the standard dress code of my salon.  At the time, most of the stylists at Avant Garde Hair Gallery were men and we were very serious about the business.  We maintained a very masculine and powerful image.  We became the trendsetters of the industry and are better known nationally as “The Hair Gangsters”.  When you think of gangsters, you might not get the most positive image, but you sure don’t think of gangsters as anything less than manly. 

    Before the seventies, the male hair designer was a rare breed.  The few that occupied the field were stereotypically viewed as effeminate.  This steered your average male away from the field and many black women did not find the prospect of a male stylist attractive.  Then there was the era of the Afro.  At this time, male hair designers were few in number.  But as time wore on, as the black beauty industry became more prominent and salons took on a sleeker, more sophisticated atmosphere, more men entered the field – and they were masculine.  They were interested in helping a woman express her beauty and acknowledge and appreciate her essence as a whole. 

    Today’s male designer is a new breed.  In order for him to be successful, he must learn to communicate well with people.  He has to understand the importance of professionalism, practice good grooming and perfect his craftsmanship. 

    It’s apparent that hairstyles have a powerful influence on one’s image.  Therefore, a hair designer possesses and regulates a whole lot of power.  There are many women who are more than willing to trust a male stylist with their “crown of glory,”  who are willing to bring a new twist to the old saying, “Only your hairdresser knows for sure.” 

 

